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FAR EASTERil l i lFtUEl{GES: one of the scarves designed by Anne Selby. inset
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n award-winning fashion
designer f rom Bath is hoPing
for internat ional  success
through a unique Government

funding prograntme.

Entrepreneur Anne Selby launched her

lLrrury sr lK scarf  business trom a nome studro

in Bear Flat  last  AugLrst .
Mrs Selby l ras been successful ly t rading in

the UK for s ix months and is now looking to

tap into Arnertcan and European markets.

The former Bath Spa Unrversi ty student

won funding to develop a machine to speed

up and improve product ion of  scarves made

through the tradi t ional  Japanese method

known as Arashi  Shibor i  af ter  scooping the

universi ty s coveted Innovat ion Award in 2007

Earl ier  th is year Mrs Selby s igned up to a

scheme run by the Government- funded UK

Trade and investment (UKTI)  whic l r  has

helped her to l ink up with buyers around tne

won o

She was able to use funding through the

UKTI Passport  schente to at tend an

internatronal  conference in Par is to exhibi t  a

prototype of  her Complete Pleat ing Machlne.

The scheme has also helped her develop

contacts wi th American buyers.  which has

secu'ed an Invt tat ion to delnonstrate her

pleatrng device at  the Surface Destgt t  annual

conference in Kansas in MaY.
Mrs Selby sald the Potent ia l  for

successful ly sel l ing her scarves in the US was

enormous. Usirrg the Passport  funding to

attend the Shibor i  Symposium in Par is proved

to be except ional ly worthwhi le and I  am real ly

optrmisl lc of  some posi t lve outcolnes. she

salo.
' ' I t  was no mean feat to t ransport  a 4f t - long

prototype machine in the back of  an estate car

from Bath to Par is.  especial ly unloading i t  on

the cobbled streets of  the French capi ta l .  But

i t  at t racted a huge amourrt  of  interest  and I

have a nr intber of  potent ia l  buyers l lned up.

' 'The USA is a potent ia l ly  a huge markel  for

me and I  thtnk at tending the event in Kansas

in May wel l  open up a lot  of  doors.  I  anl

planning to fo l low up my contacts wi th the

UKTI team from the US and wi l l  be meettng

them when they corne to the South West

next year.
UKTI provides support  for  UK companies

engagecl  in overseas trade and foreign

business looking to locate jn the UK

The orgarr isat ion s servlces are del ivered

through a network of  rnternat ional  t rade

teams.
UKTI internat ional  t rade adviser Norr ts

Myers said t ravel l ing to forelgn markets was

essent ia l  to make ef fect ive relat ionshrps and

boost sales.
He said:  l  m glad we were able to support

Anne Selby on this occasion to v ls l t  a semlnar

in France that led to orders f rom the USA ancl

look forward to hear ing rnore of  her success

after she vis i ts the States th is year
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